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‘EDITORIAL. 


SATISFACTION was the general feeling in connection with the 
Conference at Leeds. The local arrangements had been made with 
care, every reasonable want of the visitors had been anticipated, 
and all things possible for their comfort had been done. In general 
the weather was fine, and what intervals of leisure could be snatched 
from meetings and social gatherings could be devoted usefully to a 
study of the great city. On other pages of this issue comment is 
made upon the papers. Here it is sufficient to draw one or two 
morals from the Conference as a whole. 
* * * * 

At the annual business meeting it was declared that it would 
be impossible to get people who were invited to read papers to 
write them so that they might be printed and circulated before the 
Conference. The whole character of librarians would have to 
change first, we were told. We feel that this is a position that no 
association should be expected to accept. At least one paper 
presented to the Conference ought not to have been written or 
made public, and we are convinced would not have been had the 
practice of other associations, of printing papers beforehand, been 
adopted. 


Another point to be considered is the presidential address and 
the circumstances in which it is to be delivered. We feel very 
strongly that the presidential address should occupy a single session 
in which it should stand unique. At Leeds the President’s address 
was followed by a clever paper by one of the youngest of our public 
librarians. One felt all the time the President was delivering his 
address that he was conscious that he must leave time for the paper 
that was to follow. Such a position was embarrassing for him and 
for the next speaker. The suggestion has been made that the 
Monday evening of Conference week should be devoted to the 
presidential address. Being held in the evening in a great hall in 
the city it should be thrown open to the public, be commenced with 
a welcome from the Lord Mayor or Mayor, and be concluded with 
votes of thanks. This would give a highly desirable ceremonial 
dignity to the event, would interest a wide local circle, and would 
secure greater publicity. 


The third os is the absence of proper arrangements for —o* 
publicity. At every one of the speakers was pestered by Ss 
representatives of the press either for the loan of his paper or for a Jf a 
ecis of it, both of which were very difficult to grant in the hurly- a 
a of so busy a meeting. If the papers were demanded before- 2 


hand by the Council, a small press publicity committee could ae 
abstract them all and prepare a sufficient number of copies of these ok eles 
abstracts for the press. A little organisation could produce very 
great and very beneficial results. 

The Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux 
held its third Annual Conference at Balliol College last month. 
Here the organisation was good, and reflected credit upon Mr. Guy 
W. Keeling, the Secretary. The whole of the papers were placed in 
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the hands of the members at the beginning of the Conference, and, 
seeing that there were three simultaneous meetings on two of the 
days, it was possible for those attending not only to determine 
which meeting they would attend but also to inform themselves 
as to the main themes of the meetings they could not attend. Our 
experience of these meetings goes to emphasize our belief that it 
is a real pity this Association has been formed outside the Library 
Association. There appear already to be strong divisions between 
the commercial and the professional elements in the Association, 
and there was a curious lack of elementary knowledge of Librarian- 
ship. At one meeting in which it was quite evident that the members 
did not understand what classification or indexing were, or what 
was the difference between them, a resolution was actually proposed 
that a committee of these people should be formed to decide which 
were the best systems of classification and indexing. That resolu- 
tion, fortunately for the Council, was not passed at the final general 
meeting. 
* * * 

The A.S.L.I.B. appears to us to be coming towards its main 
difficulties in the immediate future, and we doubt very strongly 
whether the Association will survive if it does not amalgamate with 
the Library Association. Its existence, however, will have been 
justified if it produces the Directory of Special Libraries which 

r. Barwick is editing, and for which the funds are being provided 
by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 


* * * * 


On all hands we are given to understand that the Report of 
the Departmental Committee on Libraries is to be issued this 
autumn. We merely repeat the rumour, as no date or probable 
date has yet been assigned for its appearance. Librarians and 
library authorities will be glad when their not unnatural feeling 
of suspense in regard to the matter is relieved by the appearance 
of this important pronouncement. 

* * * * 


The preservation of all material relating to one of the most 
popular men in England at the present time would appear to be 
rather a formidable task. Yet Halifax has started by collecting 
a number of newspaper cuttings and other matter relating to Shaw 
and placing them in the Vertical File at the Central Library. 


“ What Happened to a Library Book ”’ is the title Mr. L. Stanle 
Jast gives to his recent little booklet which he evidently inten 
to be of special interest to young readers. We think, however, 
that its humour and originality, which are greatly augmented by 
Mr. Eric Newton’s clever sketches, will be more appreciated by 
older readers. 


The A.L.A. CATALOGUE, 1926, is in the press. Likewise the 
— of the Adult Education Commission, the Committee on 
Library Extension and the Survey Committee—all of them Fiftieth 
Anniversary publications, 
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SOME PRINCIPLES OF ADMINISTRATION.* 
By J. P. Lams, 

Deputy Chief Librarian, City of Sheffield Public Libraries. 
TuE problems of organisation that face the larger public library 
systems of this country introduce a factor into modern librarian- 

ip that has received scant attention in professional literature. 
The co-ordination of the work of library units, and the creation of a 
system to give a definite objective to that work, are tasks which 
are necessarily peculiar to the larger towns, and as the number 
of large library systems where any attempt at systematic directive 
control is in being is almost indecently small, an important aspect 
of librarianship has suffered from lack of publicity and discussion. 

The main principles of unit organisation remain essentially 
similar in both large and small library systems, but beyond this 
the head of a large library group is faced with new and conflicting 
problems. The efficiency capacity of a small system is greater 
than that of a large library organisation, inasmuch as the diffusion 
of effort following on the expansion of unit service destroys that 
intimate contact with detail which, in a system where the units 
are limited in number, makes direction simple in practice and 
effective in results. The difficulty in functioning a large group of 
libraries lies primarily in this weakening of the personal factor, 
and the task of direction becomes the creation of an organisation 
which will give the nearest approach to this personal direction 
without making the service rigid, formal or even repulsive. 

I should like to make it perfectly clear that when I claim a 
om efficiency capacity in a small system than in a large one, 

limit this precisely to the subject of directive control. It is 
demonstrably true—and has probably nowhere been shown more 
lucidly than in the excellent analyses of library activity in this 
country published by the Secretary of the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust—that, as regards service capacity, the larger accretions of 
books carry with them advantages in diffusion and economical 
adjustment of book stocks, which even the most broad-minded 
grouping of small libraries on the inter-loan plan can only faintly 
hope to emulate. It is, I think, perfectly clear to all of us here, 
that the larger a collection of books becomes, and the less physical 
difficulties there are in the way of the central use of such a collec- 
tion, the more adequately it fulfils its purpose. 

There is some degree of difficulty in attempting to make a 
line of demarcation at the point where library systems may be 
expected to break, either naturally or arbitrarily, into the two 
divisions of grouping with or without central machinery. In 
reality there is not, nor can there be, any clear cut division. A small 
town library with one delivery station or an infantile branch must 
of necessity possess a primary sort of organisation between the 
central and the distant unit. However tenuous such a connection 
may be, it is of the same nature as that of the more imposing 
creations of the larger towns. As a system grows and the units 


* Read at the Joint Conference of the Northern Branches of the Library 
Association at Lytham-St. Annes, May 3rd, 1926. 
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increase, there comes a point when its director is unable to give 
to it the personal attention essential to its success, and from that 
point the gradual creation of a centralised organisation may be 
regarded as having a natural birth. 

The administration of a large system of libraries thus resolves 
itself into the erection of machinery to align the activities of the 
various mentalities comprised in the staff of the library system with 
that of its directive head. This seems a fairly simple proposition 
set forth thus baldly in a sentence ; but in reality it involves the 
whole principles of organisation, which face the great industrial 
trusts no less than the mere book issuing machines which most 
people believe constitute the British Public Library system. 

We are apt to use the word organisation in a loose sense, the 
result, probably, of a great, growing and largely futile literature 
on the subject which a beneficent extension of the Safeguarding of 
Industries Act might well exclude to the other side of the Atlantic. 
There is a tendency in this country to canonise organisation at 
the expense of commonsense. It is assumed in many quarters 
that organisation is a magical system, emanating from a few rare 
minds, that can be applied willy nilly to any kind of effort—a sort 
of a thyroid gland containing the elements of renewed vigour. 
But, to carry our medical analogy a little further, it is necessary, 
before attempting a cure, to diagnose the disease from which the 
patient is suffering. The sudden and indiscriminate application 
of efficiency systems has caused the demise of more businesses than 
one cares to think of. Their epitaphs are preserved in the melancholy 
records of the Official Receiver. 

The efficiency of organisation of any business or effort is directly 
related to the nature and object of that effort. Before any system 
of organisation can be adopted, there must be a clear realisation 
of the objects or ideals which the system is intended to attain. 
Only then, always with these ends in view, can organisation be 
used in its proper capacity as an extremely valuable and powerful 
ally towards the attainment of these ideals, to point out shorter 
paths and new ways of surmounting difficulties. 

Let us, in the first place, have a real understanding of the 
meaning of the word efficiency. Efficiency of organisation of a 
system means, I think, the realisation of the object of the system 
with the least possibly outlay of labour. If we attempt to follow 
modern commercial practice and crystallise this idea in a slogan, 
efficiency might well be described as “ obtaining results with 
economy.” 

I hasten to confess that I do not use the word economy in the 
Churchillian sense. Economy of effort is far more important to a 
department of public service like the libraries than economy of 
finance, because whilst the former can be directed into more fruitful 
channels, our power to perform the latter is becoming flabby from 
lack of exercise. It is in this neglect of economy of effort that so 
many efficiency systems over-reach themselves sufficiently to 
react on their usefulness. It is a fundamental factor in the creation 
and the functioning of any system ; and it is in the application of 
economy of effort to the ideals of our service that the root principle 
of organisation lies. 
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RENCE R. Bourne. 
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By HERBERT STRANG. 


YOUNG JACK. By HerBert STRANG, 
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HERBERT STRANG. 
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By Dorita Bruce. 
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BRENDA GIRVIN. 


JUST PEGGY. By Marcaret STUART 
LANE. 
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Now when we come to apply the slogan of “ results with 
economy” to the work of public libraries, we are at once faced 
with the fact that the results of our work are capable of widely 
divergent interpretations. Not even the export returns of the 
Board of Trade or the seasonal Jeremiads of the Master Cotton 
Spinners’ Federation can make more distressful reading than the 
annual reports of public libraries. From them one gathers an 
impression of a mass of unrelated units with no cohesive aim, some 
content to keep to the pedestrian gait of the last century, others 
impatient of the restraints which the limitations of librarianship 
impose upon them, and experimenting with outlets for surplus 
energy in the form of gramophones, wireless installations, and 
other mechanical aids to the burden of modern life. Somewhere 
between these two schools lies a via media which the sensible librarian 
will traverse, and it is this via media of librarianship along which 
our administrative organisation should be directed. 

Faced with the problem of re-creating a large system of libraries 
that has existed in a comatose state since the early years of the 
century, at which point shall we launch our offensive ? We must, 
of course, take a preliminary survey of the field and decide on our 
objective, so that every move can be made as part of a preconceived 
plan. Our first decision, and perhaps the most important one, is 
the extent to which centralisation, if adopted at all, shall be carried. 

Centralisation brings with it obvious advantages. It means 
specialisation of staff and unification of method. It means the 
performance of the vital administrative processes by a few minds 
instead of a number of minds ; and this gives a purposive outlook, 
a directness of method, unobtainable by any other means. 

These advantages of centralisation cannot be better illustrated 
than by citing classification as an example. The influence of different 
minds on library work is nowhere more marked than in the applica- 
tion of a scheme of systematic classification to books. Not only do 
two minds view the problem from angles of varying acuteness ; 
the same mind will often class the same book, after a lapse of time, 
in an entirely different place. In the case of classification this 
point to my mind outweighs any arguments against the centralisa- 
tion of this work. Cataloguing is a much simpler problem. In 
this case we are working to set rules, and the variations caused by 
the application of these rules to books are, comparatively speaking, 
limited. We may regard cataloguing as belonging to the general 
class of work the centralisation of which is distinctly debatable. 

But the deciding factor in making this decision is the eminently 
practical one of personnel. Physical reasons necessitate the main- 
tenance of a fairly large staff in each unit for what we might well 
term the machinery of service. It is obviously uneconomic to 
transfer the work of cataloguing from the units to a central depart- 
ment if the unit staff is capable of performing this duty satisfactorily. 
The duplication of staff this step would involve can scarcely be 
justified by the superior advantages of centralisation, because it 
is possible to obtain the virtues of a central cataloguing bureau by 
retaining a skeleton cataloguing staff as a purely co-ordinating 
body, charged with the task of checking the completed work of the 
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JUVENILE BOOKS 


BY THE BEST WRITERS—— 
30 Books at 3s.6d. each 


LIBRARIANS SHOULD SEE OUR JUVENILE, EDUCATIONAL AND PoPpuLaR SCIENCE 
Lists. Post FREE. 


AUNT PEN. A Story for Girls. By L. E. TippEman. 

BLACK DOG’S hens R, THE. By Epirn E. Cowper. (A high-spirited girl turns 

way robber.) 

BRAVE | ENDEAVOUR, A; or, THE PROVING OF YSOLT. By E. L. Haversrietp, 
(A Canadian girl’s thrilling adventures.) 

BRAVE LITTLE COUSIN, A. By Bessiz MARCHANT. 

CAPTAIN OF THE WATERGUARD, THE. By E. E. Cowper. 

CARVED CARTOON, THE. A Picture of the Past. By Austin CLarg. 

CHARMIAN: CHAUFFEUSE. By Arice Witson Fox. (A story of adventure 
in the great war—for elder girls.) 

DE > SQUIRE. A Story of the Battle of Lewes. By FrEpERICK 

ARRISON 

DIANA’S DECISION. A Story for Girls. By Aticze Witson Fox. 

EARDLEY HOUSE. A School Story. By Srpyt B. Owstey. 

GOLD HUNTERS, THE. A Story of the Californian Goldfields. By W. J. Marx. 

GUIDES MAKE GOOD, THE. By H. B. Davipson. 

HIDDEN CHALICE, THE. By Ierne L. PLunxer. (A tale of the dissolution of the 
Monasteries.) 

ICE-GRIPPED ; or, THE “ TOMBOY” OF BOSTON. By W. Cuas. Mertca.rs, 

INVADERS OF FAIRFORD, THE. A Story of Cromwellian Times. By E. E, 
CowPER. 

KIDNAPPED PRINCE, A. By Herbert Havens. (Exciting adventures of boys 
in the South Seas.) 

LAUGHING BUDDHA, THE. A tale of love and adventure in Western China. 
James LIVINGSTONE STEWART. (A splendid novel giving a vivid picture of 
the China of to-day.) 

LEO LOUSADA, GENTLEMAN ADVENTURER. By Epitn E. Cowper. (Strange 
adventures among the Channel Islands in 1820.) 

LITTLE KING RICHARD. A Story for Children. By Maup Carew. 

MOLLY’S DECISION. By L. E. Tippeman. (A story for girls.) 

MOONRAKERS, THE. A Story of Smugglers. By E. E. Cowper. 

NED GARTH. A Tale of the Slave Trade. By W. H. G. Kincston, 

ODIN’S TREASURY. By W. Victor Coox. (A thrilling story of hidden treasure 
in Iceland.) 

OWEN HARTLEY. By W. H. G. Kincston. 

REDWOOD RANCH. By Bessie Marcnant. (Adventures of a boy lost in a 
Californian forest.) 

eer Se BROTHERS, THE. A Tale of the Siege of Colchester. By E. E. Crake, 

SACRAMENT OF SILENCE, THE. By Nort Sytvestre. (The scene is laid in 
Brittany. A young priest prefers to be tried for murder rather than divulge 
what he knows under the seal of confession. For older readers.) 

WHO ARE THE CROMLYNS? By E. L. Haverrrerp. (A capital and amusing 
story about young ie.) 

WITHIN A YEAR. A ) ange of the Siege of Acre. By Freperick HARRISON, 

YOUNG SALTS. By W. C. Mertcatre, (A capital sea story.) 
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units, and keeping the union catalogue up-to-date. A union cata- 
logue is a real necessity to any large system, and the mere act of 
maintaining this by the skeleton staff suggested would also enable 
the work of co-ordination to be carried out. Where the unit staff 
is not competent to undertake the work of cataloguing, the central- 
isation of this duty is no longer a subject for argument—it has 
become a necessity. 

It may be argued, quite justly, that a large measure of cen- 
tralisation would be an economic success were it accompanied by 
a dilution of staff by the displacement of trained by untrained 
labour at the units of service. The increasingly mechanical functions 
of libraries under modern conditions make this, at first sight, an 
extremely attractive proposition. But we must be careful not to 
stultify further an important and sometimes neglected factor in 
our work—the influence of personal contact on reading. A business 
firm, faced with the necessity for economy, makes cuts on any 
service before attempting to limit its sales staff. Its agents provide 
its sustenance, and the service staff of a library performs a similarly 
important task in encouraging the standard of reading amongst 
the mass of our library public and supplying consumers of the 
higher grade literature which it is the practice to conserve in a great 
central repository. 

(To be continued.) 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 
LEEDS, SEPTEMBER 6TH—13TH. 


Few L.A. Conferences can have given more general satisfaction 
than this year’s meeting at Leeds. Although an unusually large ii 
amount of business was transacted—there were six serious sessions— 

and although the social activities were ample and excellent, there 
was an absence of the “ rush” from which our meetings too often 
suffer. Clearly then we must at the outset express our thanks to 
the members of the local Reception Committee, and, in particular, 
to Mr. Hand, Mr. Alderman Leigh, the Chairman of the Libraries 
Committee, and Mr. Councillor Lambert, the Deputy Chairman, 
and Mr. Offor. 

Over four hundred delegates were present. There was a large 
attendance at all the meetings—Tuesday night’s gathering must 
have been a record for an evening session. 

The Lord Mayor of Leeds (Mr. Councillor J. Arnott) opened 
the first session with an able speech of welcome. The municipal 
libraries of the country were, he said, among the greatest educational 
forces of to-day, and they were steadily increasing their activity 
and widening their scope. In defence of fiction he remarked that 
poets and novelists had probably done as much to shape the destinies 
of countries as had scholars and statesmen. 

Dr. Guppy, in his Presidential Address, covered a great deal 
of ground and though when we see it in print it seems a long address 
that impression was destroyed in the reading by his charming clear 
delivery. He reviewed the history of public libraries in England, 
especially since 1850, and then discussed some special fields of 
library work—children’s libraries, technical and commercial = 


4 
i 


WoO - WAY 


Description and 
prices sent free 
on request. 


The guide that 
modern librarians 
are installing. 


t 


> 


66 Publications f 
WHITAKER 


“THE BOOKSELLER” WEEKLY LIST OF incorpora' 

Simpkin's Bulletin of New Books, is the ical publication iss' 

It is a complete classified list of the — books of blished every Tuesday 

evening. (Specimen copy 24d., post free.) 

td. per copy; Three months, #s.6d.; Six months, 5s.; Per annum, 10s. 
post free. 


WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST is now fully established as an authentic 
reference book for the Trade and Libraries. The only quarterly cumulative list pub- 
lished on this side of the Atlantic. Each part cancels by inclusion the previous issues 
of the year. Fully classified, together with a one-line index to Authors and Titles. 


Half-yearly volume now ready (Jan.-June). 58. net. 


THE REFERENCE CATALOGUE OF ona LITERATURE has for oe 
fifty years been the recognised reference book of the librarian. The three hw | 
valaies contain practically the complete catalogues of every publisher of note 
a one-line index to some 300,000 references. No new edition be issued until ‘1928, 
‘tnd in order to clear the few remaining copies on hand, the 
19%, Edition is offered at 10s. net. 


12 WARWICK LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 


4 = 

COINS (738 POTTERY) 
SI lannon 

SHANNON CORNER, 57- SO VICTORIA STREET LONDON. S.W.!. 

: 

| 

3 


92 Tue Liprary Worwp. 


libraries, county libraries, the C.L.S., work with prisoners, defectives, 
etc. A few phrases may be quoted :—There is no department which 
is fraught with greater possibilities than work with children. There 
is enough intelligence in the young people of to-day, when rightly 
and wisely directed, to enable us to keep a foremost place in the 
world. It is our business so to humanize our education as to 
awaken our children’s intelligence and draw out from them the 
best of which they are capable, and in the process to give them a 
passion for knowledge. The librarians of to-day must not rest 
content with what has been accomplished. They must create new 
conditions, and then raise new standards of efficiency with which 
to meet them. The future will be largely what we of the present 
generation make it. 

Following the Presidential Address, Mr. Lionel R. McColvin, 
Librarian of Ipswich, read a paper on “ Books, Libraries and 
Politics ’"—a matter which he claimed had been neglected. The 
political education of to-day was organised almost entirely by 
partisan bodies working on propagandist lines, with the result that 
the formation of sound dispassionate public opinion was practicall 
impossible. This mass of party propaganda stirred up class betel, 
prevented tolerance, broad mindedness and co-operation and 
encouraged emotionalism rather than the intellectual (or scientific) 

attitude. True democracy demanded some non-party organisation 
from which the general public may get their political education— 
and also that general education in the fundamentals which is 
probably more important. The public library is obviously that 
institution. And the more the electorate can be induced to read 
books the better will our democratic government become. 

After Mr. Jast had condemned the speaker as an “ intellectual ” 
and emphasised the prevalence of inherent emotionalism, the session 
concluded, members proceeding to the Town Hall where the 
exhibition of books and appliances was opened. 

The discussion was continued in the evening. First Mr. H. D. 
Roberts, of Brighton, and Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, discussed 
certain points raised last year by Principal Grant Robertson in his 
address on “ Libraries and Citizenship.” Then Mr. McColvin 
answered Mr. Jast’s criticism and a general discussion ensued in 
which many members and chairmen of committees took part. 
Altogether it was one of the best, and most informal, discussions 
we have had for some time. 

Wednesday’s proceedings opened with a most enjoyable 

per from Mr. Arundell Esdaile, Secretary to the British Museum. 
With wit and learning he sketched the history of the British Museum 
library and the ideas which led to its establishment, in addition 
to discussing its per 

Two rs of a kin nature completed the morning’s 

“— Firstly, Mr. E. W. Crossley, Secretary of the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society, dealt with “‘ The Value of the Publications 
of Archaeological Societies to a Public Library.” A great part 
of these societies’ transactions consisted of manuscript material 
and indexes to and catalogues of documents, which were thus made 
accessible to students. 
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. Professor A. Hamilton Thompson, Professor of Mediaeval 
History in the University of Leeds, then read a paper on “ Libraries 
in Relation to the Study of Local Archaeology and History,” in 
which he emphasised the importance of good local collections and 
well annotated catalogues of them. 

In the afternoon members attended the University, where 
they were received by the Pro Vice-Chancellor, Professor Cobb, 
and the chairman of the Library Committee, Professor Barbier. 
Mr. Offor, the Librarian, gave an address on the Library, and a 
member of the staff spoke on “ Deterioration in Bookbinding 
Leathers ’’—a most concise and useful practical address. 

Thursday opened with a paper on “ The Place of the National 
Home Reading Union in the Public Library System,” by Mr. 
G. B. Harrison. Then Mr. J. W. Singleton, Librarian of Accrington, 
described some of the unwonted damage inflicted upon books 
by ignorant readers, in a paper entitled ‘“ The Reader from the 
Librarian’s Point of View.” Many protested that the careless 
stupid reader was exceptional, yet one must admit that Mr. 
Singleton’s strictures were justly applicable to a small minority. 

Finally, Mr. S. C. Kaines Smith, Director of the City Art 
Gallery, Leeds, dealt with ‘‘ The Art Gallery in Relation to the 
Public Library,” showing how these departments may co-operate 
and forward each other's work. Visitors to art galleries needed 
some knowledge of the ideals and history of painting and should 
be led to study the subject in books. 

An afternoon session was devoted to County Library Work. 
Mr. J. D. Cowley read a paper on “The Future of County 
Librarians,” and a good general discussion followed. The chief 
points mentioned were that the book supply is still quite insufficient 
and that the problem of the small urban area is receiving much 
consideration. 

The proposed round table talk on Library Work with Children 
was wisely abandoned owing to lack of time. The Council, as usual, 
met twice; and the General Business Meeting—on Wednesday 
evening—was uneventful. 

The light side of the Conference began with a Reception by 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress in the City Art Gallery, where 
an interesting book exhibition had been arranged by Mr. Hand. 

On Tuesday afternoon members motored to Roundhay Hall, 
where Sir Edward Allen Brotherton entertained them and gave them 
the opportunity to examine his remarkable private library, one 
rich in Bronte books and manuscripts, illuminated manuscripts, 
and important first editions. 

Temple Newsam Mansion and Park were visited on Thursday, 
and on Friday there was a whole-day excursion. The Association 
was fortunate in encountering both good weather and good organisa- 
tion—for, although the route took them through York, Ripon, 
Fountains Abbey and Harrogate (where they were entertained to 
tea by the Mayor, Sir Ernest Bain, and the Chairman of the Library 
Committee, Mr. Councillor J. Angus Mackay)—they reached Leeds 
to time after a most delightful outing. 

The Exhibition of Books and Library Fittings was well arranged 
and proved a valuable feature of the Conference. Unfortunately 
it was open only for three days. 
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Many delegates found time to visit some of the branch libraries, 
particularly the new ones, which are models of their type. 

The Annual Dinner ended only when licensing restrictions 
compelled its termination—yet the speeches were so interesting 
that the night seemed short. 

We have only one complaint—and the matter is one outside 
the control of the L.A. or the local committee. The Conference was 
very inadequately reported—excepting by one Leeds daily. The 
London papers as a whole justified Mr. McColvin’s complaint that 
the press pays less attention to a nation-wide service than to a 
fifth-rate boxer. 


MODERN LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 


SOME SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS A RESTATEMENT OF 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 
By W. C. Berwick Sayers. (Continued). 

You will gather from this that I would, in most cases, give 
separate rooms to adults and to children. 

The treatment of such a room should be most carefully con- 
sidered from the points of view of furniture, decoration, natural 
and artificial lighting and ventilation. The main fault of existing 
libraries is that they are “‘ official’ in appearance, while there is really 
nothing “ official’ about books, which for a few men are the tools 
of their life, but for most are the companions of their leisure. Colour 
and warmth can be given to the walls, and the furniture should 
be comfortable. Windsor chairs, I read in most respectable text- 
books, are quite satisfactory for library use. Are they? How many 
of us sit on Windsor chairs to read in our own homes? Chairs 
should at least have arms to them. Again, in a properly supervised 
room, why should it be necessary for folks to stand in order to read 
the newspapers exhibited on the reading slopes ? 

So, in my premised one-room library, one would get something 
of the following effect. Bookshelves would occupy the walls of the 
room, and reading tables and stands the centre space. The gang- 
ways would be wide, and the chairs would be of the light upholstered 
arm-chair variety. On the tables would be flowers or ferns or both. 
The part of the room farthest from the entrance, being presumably 
the quietest part of it, would be devoted to reference books and 
tables for their use. On the walls would be pictures in colour if 
good ones were available, or if they were not good engravings at 
least. The higher part of the wall at the distant, narrower end of 
the room (presuming it to be rectangular in shape) would be finished 
in flat white, to serve when needed as a lantern screen. I would 
have all windows curtained, as in a dwelling house, and curtains 
might drape the lantern screen part of the wall when it is not in 
use. The lighting slould be indirect or semi-indirect. Thus we have 
a room which in itself gives pleasure; in which a reader sitting 
anywhere may lift his eyes and be met by something that is appro- 
priate and tasteful. 

b.—TuHE AVERAGE LIBRARY. 

The one-room library can serve only a small population. 
Division into departments is necessary for any considerable num- 
bers of readers. A few words then may be said about the library 
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which consists of separate lending, reference and children’s depart- 
ments, as well as reading room and lecture room. This, it seems to 
me, is the minimum provision for a successful library. All the 
factors of taste and suitability can be applied to each of these 
departments ; and it would be wearisome to enlarge upon them. 
A few points, however, are worth discussion. 

In lending libraries, it may be said, there is too great a con- 
gestion of the shelves. The classic minimum space between standard 
shelves, which is three feet, is far too small; it prevents the mere 
circulation of readers in comfort; and it certainly prevents the 
adequate use of the books. This matter was borne in upon me when 
I succeeded Mr. Ernest A. Savage as librarian at Wallasey, and 
saw the generous thought he had given to the needs of readers in 
his lending library there. The ideal is to have tables with chairs 
between the shelves, at which readers may examine books and 
make notes if they desire to do so. Thus, the whole library has 
an immediate educative reference value, singularly absent from 
most libraries. The gangwa re therefore, are greatly in excess of 
those usually prescribed ; and I think such use of space is economical 
in the best sense. Here, again, the amenities of pictures, flowers, 
and so on, can be used with great effect. 

As for the reference library, it is the communal study in many 
towns. It should have decoration which does not defeat that 
purpose ; by which I mean that if pictures are exhibited, as I think 
they should be, they should not be so wonderful that visitors come 
merely to see them. Every item of the furniture should be designed 
with a view to giving readers a free mind in a body at its ease. 
Proper attention to subdued point lighting, and such matters as 
the provision of hat-racks, umbrella stands, reading slopes, writing 
materials and the simpler instruments (T squares, magnifying - 
glasses, etc.) will add immeasurably to the effectiveness of the 
department. Its actual activities, however, demand special separaie 
treatment. 

The ideal library of the future will possibly contain a news- 
paper room, although it will occupy a less important and better 
considered part than it does in general now. If a library is repre- 
sentative of the literature of its age, I cannot see on what argument 
the newspaper can be excluded. It is impermanent, is often in- 
accurate, and some people (rather stupidly, I think) aver that 
journalism is not literature. But while a library does concern itself 
primarily with literature, it is also concerned with knowledge in 
all its written forms; and “ news” is the threshold of knowledge. 
On the other hand, I have very little sympathy with those who 
think that it is useful because newspapers contain advertisements, 
which will be useful to those who are looking for work. What is 
implied there is the business of the Labour Exchange, and our 
support of it tends to make the work of the Exchange more difficult. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ZENODOTUS, 

Greeting after a silence of twelve months! Again we are to 
set down for you a brief abstract and chronicle of an annual meeting. 
“We” are Eratosthenes, Callimachus and Kallikrates, and not 
Aristonymous, Hathenor and the rest, and you will expect a jumble, 
or at any rate a clash, of opinions—and you will get it. Leeds is 
our theme. 

When I (Eratosthenes) arrived at Leeds on Monday, just in 
time to garb myself for the reception at the Art Gallery, I found 
that most of the hotels were crowded, not only with our delegates 
but with worshippers at the shrine of St. Leger—I trust to their 
profit. I won’t say what hotel received my favours, but I rejoice 
to say that it was not the Headquarters Hotel ; for, I am credibly 
told, the charges there bore no relation whatever to the benefits 
received. One found himself charged 10s. 6d. for a quite ordinary 
dinner, and 4s. 9d. for a breakfast which consisted of a rasher of 
bacon, an egg, and half a grape fruit—all of which would be well 

id for at eighteenpence. The expense of hotels at conferences is 

oming a serious question, and since I am beyond the age when 
further increases in salary may be expected, I have to give deep 
consideration to this matter. Well—the reception at the Art Gallery, 
with its hand-shakings, greetings, chatter and music, broke the ice 
very nicely. The attendance appeared to be up to the average. 
I was glad to learn that Mr. Pacy, who had been really unwell of 
late, had arrived and was as active as ever. Then there were the 
faces of those whom we meet only once a year, but jwho are never- 
theless part and parcel of our very existence. Reunions are great 
things, and if, here and there, an old friend is greyer than of yore, 
it is a consolation of a sort to us who are travelling the same road. 

LEEDs. 

It is time for a pause for Eratosthenes while I carry on. [This 
is Callimachus.] Last month he wrote a verbose diatribe on Leeds 
which left me with the impression that the city was a sort of exten- 
sive, ebon ash-pit. I had never set eyes on the place before, and I 
freely confess that I was agreeably dispossessed of all my preposses- 
sions. I actually saw blue sky over Leeds, and the effects of town- 
planning were evident in and around the place. [It is extraordinary 
how my words could have been so misread.—E.] Certainly all the 
buildings were black, but there were space and air, and—to antici- 
pate—when we had spent fifteen minutes on a tram, we found our- 
selves in scenes which provoked the admiration of Wordsworth. 

THE CONFERENCE. 

If we attempt a veracious record of all our doings we shall 
consume many pages of THE Liprary WoRLD. We must therefore 
abandon that and confine ourselves to a few points. It was a busy 
conference. The Lord Mayor welcomed us in a speech full of wisdom 
on the importance of our work (and ourselves, of course) and showed 
us how well the “library idea” has taken root in Leeds. Then 
followed, to a crowded and enthusiastic audience, the presidential 
address, in which Dr. Guppy reviewed the history of the 75 years 


Tue Lisrary Worn. 101 


of public libraries in England. Some—even the President himself 
amongst them—thought the address a trifle too long ; but that was 
owing to all sorts of circumstances and not to the paper itself: 
that, I am convinced, will become one of our classics, for as a review 
of a remarkable progress it was in every way admirable. In a well- 
thought-out conference we should then have thanked the speaker 
and have adjourned. But, no, we are insatiable conferencers. 
Followed a paper by Mr. Lionel Roy McColvin, well-written, well- 
delivered, on the relation of public libraries to politics. This was 
intended to be a contribution to the question of public libraries and 
citizenship, which, you will remember, was the theme of Principal 
Grant Robertson’s address at Birmingham. It was an academic 
discussion of the ways in which the mass mind could be leavened 
by careful reading so that its emotional urgencies could be regulated 
by reason more completely than was now the case. Mr. Jast was 
to continue the discussion on the “libraries and citizenship” 
business, but Mr. McColvin had deflected the discussion in so attrac- 
tive a fashion that Mr. Jast, in equally academic but considerably 
more dramatic manner, proceeded to demolish the foundations of 
Mr. McColvin’s argument by telling us that men were invariably 
actuated by their emotions and then sought to find reasonable 
grounds for their emotional activity. By this time, although there 
was an excellent impromptu contribution on the success of the 
public lectures at Liverpool, which was not the less true because 
it was not quite novel, the discussion had been blown to smithereens. 
So the President adjourned the meeting that we might go to open the 


EXHIBITION. 

I (Kallikrates) must content myself with brevity, too. I spent 
more time in the exhibition than at the conference meetings. This, 
my aged colleagues assert, is wrong. But, is it? At the exhibition, 

which lay in the basement, doggo, beyond the police offices under 
the City Hall, were a show of books, appliances, tools, etcetera, 
which was to me a practical demonstration in library economy. 
All I known about citizenship in relation to libraries is that I 
have to get as many of the best books as possible into the 
hands of the citizens. All the other things which my learned 
friends spread themselves so much about are nothing in com- 
parison with that work. Where can I learn to do this better 
than in the annual exhibition? I saw many books, including 
announcements of new ones by Messrs. Briscoe, McColvin, Sayers 
and others, on phases of our own job. That by Briscoe, on 
library planning, will serve me best, especially as I saw many of the 
plans and views which are to be in it at this exhibition. T netios 
that Libraco has a new wicket which is certainly an improvement 
on those I am using. I don’t very much care for Mr. Jast’s little 
set of nursery rhymes, What Happened to a Library Book; the 
illustrations are too absurdly unlike anything real in libraries, too. 
I fear the affair misses fire. But one cannot say all one would of 
the exhibition ; it was, to me, most helpful. I am told “ to go on 
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THE GARDEN Party.” 

Well: it was at Roundhay Hall, the lovely seat of Sir Edward 
Brotherton, a miniature mansion, stocked with incunabula and 
other bibliographical rarities—a mansion surrounded by a lawn, 
whereon a band discoursed sweet music, and whereon a marquee 
was set filled with eatables. We did the house, the rock garden, 
the fine vineries and the kitchen garden, and whirled back in the 
chars-a-banc with glad, and somewhat envious, minds. I think 
that is enough for me to say, especially as Callimachus wants to 
resume about the, to me, arid discussions. 

HIEROPHANTS NO MORE. 

Evening discussions are novel to me. The question of the 
morning—Libraries and Citizenship—was to be discussed. The 
opener was Mr. H. D. Roberts, who repudiated the suggestion that 
people who ate chocolate were necessarily pariahs, and in general 
seemed to be of opinion that much of the highbrow discussion about 
the higher qualities of literature was mere talk. Mr. Berwick Sayers, 
who was the opener announced on our programmes, then dealt 
with the matter. According to him, it seems that all our attempts 
to mould the next generation will be set at nought by that genera- 
tion. But who wants to mould the next generation? I don’t. 
He then went on to point out that the greatest secular influences 
still at work in the world were Caxton, Cromwell, George Stephenson, 
Marconi, Henry Ford and the inventors of the aeroplane, who have 
between them—especially the last three—produced not only a 
new world but also a new kind of human being. Nearly all our 
efforts seem to be directed to catering for the ideal man of the 
Victorian Age. But he is dead. Just exactly what we were to do 
did not transpire. We were to use all these modern agencies, but 
in what way I could not gather. Then came 

Mr. McCoLviIn AGAIN, 
who was asked to answer Mr. Jast’s speech of the morning. He did 
so in a way that greatly pleased his audience, not because they 
understood what he was talking about—they didn’t—but because 
they admired the pluck of the young warrior who dared to beard 
such a veteran as Mr. Jast. He got much well-deserved applause ; 
but, alas, he had smashed the main discussion again. That went 
into the hands, or mouths, of members of committees. It was a 
good discussion, but not much to the point. Except in one instance t 
Councillor Jackson told us to cease talking about guiding and 
educating folk ; our business was to supply and deliver the books 
that people wanted, and we should get on with that. The gentleman 
was probably right. 
MORE PAPERS. 

The prolixity of Callimachus, O Zendotus, has consumed all 
the space that I would occupy—Eratosthenes resuming—so my lot 
must now be curtailed to the limit. Wednesday gave us an excellent 
paper on the National Home Reading Union, and its activities, and 
why we ought to support it. This paper was read by Mr. G. B. 
Harrison. Its reception was that of a thing the goodness of which 
we recognize tacitly. The difficulty is to find circle leaders. We 
must think the matter over and buy The Reader meanwhile. A 
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By Lionel R. McColvin, 10s.6d. net. 
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HAVE JUST ISSUED 
a NEW EDITION 
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AUTHORSHIP AND JOURNALISM 
By ALBert E. Butt. 
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AND ESTATE AGENT 
By W. F. Noxgs, F.A.I. 
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on study for examinations, and specimen exam- 
ination papers are included. 

HOW TO BECOME A PRIVATE 
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By J. E. McLacutan, F.I.P.S. 
(Hons.). 
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By E. J. Hammonp, A.C.LS. 
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By R. A. Witty, F.S.A.A. 

Giving full information and guidance as to 
accountancy examinations, together with speci- 
men examination papers. 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN A BANK 
A Guide to Bank Employees. By 
F. E. STEELE. ‘ 

Gives advice to members of a bank's staff, on 
securing the qualifications necessary for pro- 
motion, 

HOW TO ENTER THE MERCANTILE 
MARINE 
By R. A. FLETCHER. 

Describing the life and prospects of all classes, 
from deck hands to officers; and giving infor- 
mation as to Board of Trade examinations, 
training ships and institutions, tests to be § 
etc. 


THE GAME OF COMMERCE 
By HERBERT KENDRICK. 
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capital address by Mr. S. C. Kaines Smith, the Curator of the Leeds 
Art Gallery, encouraged a co-operation between library and art 
gallery, mainly by the curator informing the librarian of the subjects 
of his special exhibitions, and the librarian providing the best books 
in his hbrary on them and sending lists of them for display in the 
Art Gallery. This is already done, Mr. Kaines Smith! The idea, 
though, that under every picture in the permanent collection there 
should be a reference to the best book on it is novel and deserves 


thought. 

THE AFTERNOON 
saw us at Leeds University, and when we had recovered from the 
effects of the Epstein panel outside we were received inside by the 
Pro-Chancellor and Dr. Offor, the librarian, and afterwards we 
listened to an excellent lecture on the deterioration of leather. 

THE THURSDAY PAPERS 

began with a learned, witty and wise paper from Mr. Arundell 
Esdaile, the Secretary of the British Museum. It was the first time 
I had seen Mr. Esdaile, and when I saw his mighty inches and heard 
his quiet, fine voice, I understood why and how he could have 
recreated the Record as he has done. He is an asset to the Associa- 
tion and the profession. The two next papers were archaeological 
and were full of excellent matter, but I hope someone else will do 
justice to them. After lunch we devoted attention to an excellent 
paper on County Libraries. Aristonymous was a one-time energetic 
critic of these Carnegie Libraries, and I seconded him to some extent. 
Many of the things we criticised are in process of amendment. These 
libraries have come to stay, I believe, and we ought to supply a 
definite platform for their librarians in the L.A. This is the more 
desirable in that some of the latter are only librarians in name and 
need guidance. If they are wise they will receive it, and if we are 
wise we shall not withhold it. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Annual Meeting was as tame as a pheasant on the opening 
day of the season. We sent, by the President, fraternal greetings 
to the A.L.A. on its jubilee, and we wished the President God-speed 
in his journey to America. Mr. Johnston, of Hornsey, tried to 
secure consideration for a quite reasonable request that members 
who had paid their subscriptions for 30 years should be relieved from 
paying further; but he was misguided enough to adopt a clever 
suggestion of the Hon. Secretary which simply ruined his proposal. 
Mr. Percy Marshall, the promising young Librarian of Smethwick 
(of whom I think more will be heard), tried to get the Council to 
require readers of papers to submit them beforehand, and received 
the astonishing reply that this is impossible. (Which is absolute 
nonsense !) There were other things, but nothing that was vital. 
As for the Annual Dinner on Thursday night, it was a good meal, 
and the speeches were somewhat above the Library Association level. 
Being a serious man, I detest post-prandial loquacity, and am unable 
to rise to greater enthusiasm. 

I Have OMITTED 
—as Callemachus points out—any reference to a paper by a northern 
librarian which purported to deal with “ the average reader.” I did 
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so deliberately, as I cannot conceive that the paper could do any 
possible good. As papers receive attention in proportion to their 
want of value, this one got the best “ press’ of the Conference. 
It was the best argument for a submission of papers to the Council 
before they are accepted for conference reading that I have met. 
FINALLY, 
severally and jointly, we wish to subscribe our testimony to the 
superb hospitality of Leeds. Receptions, a luncheon, a garden 
party, a tour at about quarter price, and the warmest good fellow- 
ship shown everywhere—these were Leeds. To the Lord Mayor, 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Libraries Committee, to 
Mr. Hand, who retires soon now in the added glory of a successful 
conference, to Dr. Offor, and to every member of the Public Libraries 
staff, we offer our cordial thanks. 
We shall remember Leeds. 
CALLIMACHUS. 
ERATOSTHENES. 
KALLIKRATES. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ““ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’} 


PERSONAL NEWS. 
Miss ErmeenN H. Cotwett, Bolton Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Children’s Librarian to the Hendon Urban District 


Council. 
NORFOLK MAPS. 


Descriptive List By Mr. T. CHUBB. 

Tue Norwich Public Libraries Committee have made arrangements 
with Messrs. Jarrold and Sons, Norwich, for the publication by 
subscription—provided sufficient subscriptions are received—of 
“A Descriptive List of the Printed Maps of Norfolk, 1574-1916,” 
compiled by the experienced bibliographer, Mr. Thomas Chubb 
(late of the Map Room, British Museum), the manuscript of which 
is in the extensive and valuable Local Collection at the Central 
Public Library, Norwich. 

It is proposed to issue the book in similar style to Mr. Chubb’s 
valuable ‘‘ Descriptive List of Somersetshire Maps,” which is 
regarded as “an exhaustive and scholarly work, incorporating 
all the latest results of research.” The volume will be demy 8vo 
(9 by 54 inches) in size, bound in cloth, and will contain about 250 
pages and about 16 illustrations of old maps. In addition to an 
exact and critical description of each map there will be biographical 
notes regarding the various cartographers, and a tabular index 
giving the date of publication, short title, and dimensions of each 
map, and the title of the work in which it is found. There will 
also be a supplement, comprising a descriptive list of Norwich 
plans, compiled by Mr. G. A. Stephen, F.L.A., City Librarian, 
Norwich. The subscription price is 25s. t free), and after 
publication the price will be raised to 30s. A list of subscribers will 
be included in the book. 

The volume should be of great value to all who are interested 


in local topography, archeology and cartography. 
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LIBRARY TOPICS. 


THE General Lending Library of the St. BripE FOUNDATION 
Institute, Fleet Street, is being re-organised on the Open Access 
system of issue, and the General Reference Library, which is exten- 
sively used by journalists and printers, is being enlarged. 

At Sutton on October 4th a well-attended meeting was held 
under the chairmanship of Canon Courtenay Gale to promote a 
public library for Sutton. Mr. Berwick Sayers attended by invita- 
tion, and also Miss Powell, of the Surrey County Library. 

Mr. Sayers supported the opinion expressed by the chairman 
that a town of over 20,000 people should have a separate library 
building with a reference library, but the town would be well advised 
to work in co-operation with the county council scheme, and he 
suggested that the example of Hanwell and Middlesex was worthy 
of consideration. Miss Powell said that a town library of con- 
siderable size took some years in the making, and suggested that in 
the early and intermediate stages the county library could be of 
service to Sutton. Mr. Sayers also referred to the help which could 
be received through the county library from the Central Library 
for Students and its outlier libraries and from the National Library 
for the Blind. 

A resolution was passed asking the Council to proceed with a 
public library scheme, every person in the room voting for the 
resolution. 


Aberdeen Public Library reports a remarkable increase in 
every class of reading since the recent introduction of the Open 
Access System. 


Messrs. Raphael Tuck and Sons, Ltd., have printed six post- 
cards from the latest photographs of “ The Dickens House,” 
Doughty Street, W.C.1. The series includes views of the Library, 
showing the “‘ Matz” and “ Kitton” collections and Dickens’ 
reading desk. 

The Fourth Autumn School of Library Practice, arranged by 
the Council of the Scottish Library Association, was held at Glasgow 
during the week commencing October 4th. 

The British Public Libraries are again providing an attractive 
series of half-hour talks to children. Special lists of books contained 
in the Libraries on the topics to be dealt with have been prepared, 
and a selection of the books is exhibited. Synopses of the talks are 
supplied to enable the children to follow them intelligently. 


The A.L.A. Paris Library School opens on November 2nd. 


The inaccuracy of costumes and furnishings used at motion 
picture studios is being steadily improved upon by the co-operation 
of the public library. Miss Gladys Caldwell, Principal of the Art 
and Music Department of the Public Library at Los Angeles, 
informs us that more than 60,000 pictures are circulated annually 
from the Picture Collection. The subjects most in demand are 
historical, illustrations of life in the States, and costumes of 
European countries. 
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REVIEWS. 
REPORTS. 

AccRINGTON Public Library.—25th Annual Report for the year 
ending March 31st, 1926. Population, 43,610. Borough Librarian, 
John W. Singleton, F.L.A. Income, £2,436. Rate, 2.77d. 
Stock: Lending, 25,391; Reference, 6,209; School Libraries, 
2,608. Additions, 1,214. Issues: Lending, 186,071; Delivery 
Stations, 12,743; School Libraries, 40,539. 

Although much-needed relief to the congestion on the shelves of the 
Lending Library was afforded by the provision of some new book-stacks, the 
question of further extension will soon have to be seriously considered as the 
work of the Library continues to increase enormously each year. 

BaTTERSEA Public Libraries.—39th Annual Report for the year 
ending March 3lst, 1926. Population, 167,693. Librarian, 
J. Frederick Hogg, F.L.A. Stock: Lending, 28,096; Reference, 
27,952 ; Branches, 20,742. Additions, 2,171. Issues: Lending, 
172,956 ; Reference, 120,796; Branches, 151,947. Borrowers, 
14,150. Branches, 2. 

The outstanding feature of the year’s work was the completion and 
opening of the new Reference Library. The ceremony took place in September 
last. The building was opened by the Mayor and Canon Donaldson of West- 
minster delivered an address on “ Libraries in their relation to Education.” 
Since the opening nearly 90,000 issues have been recorded. The age limit 
for students using the new Library has been reduced with most satisfactory 
results. Views of the building are published in the Report. The work of 
reorganizing the Lending department is now in hand. 

Betrast Public Libraries—37th Annual Report, 1925-1926. 
Population, 462,570. Chief Librarian, J. B. Goldsbrough. 
Stock: Lending, 33,368; Reference, 44,346; Branches, 49,574. 
Issues: Lending, 253,330; Reference, 97,611; Branches, 
689,342. Borrowers, 36,581. Branches, 4. 

During the three months it has been opened the Juvenile Library has 
proved a great success, the number of borrowers now almost equalling the 
total stock of the department. Plans have been accepted for a new Branch. 
During the year a Supplementary Catalogue was published. 

BIRMINGHAM Public Libraries—64th Annual Report for the year 
ending March 3lst, 1926. Population, 919,438. Chief Librarian, 
Walter Powell. Income from 2)d. Rate, £49,853. Stock: 
Lending, 260,538; Reference, 319,003. Additions: Lending, 
22,492 ; Reference, 7,742. Issues: Lending, 2,692,684; Refer- 
ence, 191,683 ; Children’s Libraries, 792,469. Borrowers, 176,072. 
Branches, 23. 1 Delivery Station. 

Three more Branches have been re-organized on the “‘ open access” 
system and two others are to be altered during the coming year. It is expected 
that under the new Act the Libraries’ collection of historical records will be 
materially increased, as the Reference Library is considered a suitable place 
for the storing of such. The collection of illustrations is proving of great 
service to teachers. 

BurNLEY Public Library.—12th Annual Report for the year ending 
March 3ist, 1926. Population, 103,600. Borough Librarian, 
W. Bramley Coupland, F.L.A. Stock: Lending, 27,806; 
Reference, 4,165. Additions, 3,452. Issues, : Lending, 329,593 ; 
Reference, 23,686 ; School Libraries, 38,292. Borrowers, 10,644. 

Considerable progress has been made in the development of the Massey 
Music Library, 600 items were added during the year. Definite plans for a 
new Central building have been approved by the Council. Blind 
made use of nearly 600 vols. 
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BuRTON-ON-TRENT Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.— 
3rd Annual Report for the year ending March 3ist, 1926. Popula- 
tion, 48,927. Chief Librarian and Curator, M. H. B. Mash, M.L.A. 
1,126 books were added during the year, but no other particulars 
of stock are given. Issues: Lending, 128,295; Reference, 
7,160; Subscription Library, 24,809. Borrowers, 6,632. 

The Librarian states that we may include this Library amongst those 
many other Libraries who state that more Non-Fiction literature is being 
borrowed by readers who are also wireless enthusiasts, in connection with 
the topical subjects, namely, Music, Opera, Travel, Science, etc., that are 
being broadcast. 

CHESHIRE County Rural Libraries—4th Annual Report, 1925-1926. 

The Report shows that the County Libraries System has steadily enlarged 
its scope and influence. The co-operation of Urban District Councils has 
been enlisted for the purpose of establishing Branch Libraries. During the 
year two Branches were opened and are both making satisfactory progress. 
Other Branches are being opened as soon as necessary arrangements are com- 
pleted. Statistics show that there are now 11,650 books immediately available 
to readers from 253 centres and the successful working of these depots is 
demonstrated by the fact that a total of 137,388 books were issued during the 
a year for home reading. 3,065 vols. were added to the stock. The Teachers’ 

tional Library is doing greatly appreciated work among members of the 
profession. 

DERBYSHIRE County Library.—2nd Annual Report. County 
Librarian, Edgar Osborne. 

The population of the area served by the Library is 307,666. Library 
centres have been established in all the 12 districts into which the area was 
divided at the commencement of the scheme. During the past year 67 addi- 
tional Branches were opened, making a total of 207 centres. The stock now 
numbers 24,585 vols., 11,751 additions being made. The issues show that 
157,483 books were borrowed by adults and 40,106 by children. 594 vols. 
were borrowed from the Central Library for Students. These figures are more 
than double those of last year. Evening Schools have been supplied with 
boxes of books with most satisfactory results. The cost of maintenance was 
£865. 

GitstraP Public Library, Newark.—43rd Annual Report for the 
year ending March 3lst, 1926. Population, 16,957. Librarian, 
Arthur Smith, M.L.A. Income from 2.13d. Rate, £672. Stock : 
Lending, 9,372 ; Reference, 3,109; Children’s Library, 1,389. 
Additions, 876. Issues: Lending, 43,415; Children, 12,330; 
Reference, 27,642. Borrowers, 3,669. 

Various methods of advertising the Library have resulted in largely 
increased issues in all departments. One form of publicity has been the 
— of a book exhibition case hung on the railings outside the building. 

n the case are placed recent additions with brief notes re their contents. 
On another occasion instances of “‘ misused books” were shown, it is to be 
hoped, with desired results. 

HuDDERSFIELD Public Library and Art Gallery.—28th Annual 
Report for the year ending March 31st, 1926. Population, 
110,120. Librarian and Curator, Horace Goulden, F.L.A. Rate, 
14d. Stock: Lending, 42,141; Reference, 10,537; Branch, 
3,420. Additions, 4,925. Issues: Lending, 314,808; Reference, 
11,322; Branch, 5,119. Borrowers, 9,881. 

The proposal to erect a new building for Library purposes was referred 
back for consideration in twelve months’ time. The Music Library is gaining 
in popularity and a catalogue of the collection is in preparation. Special 
facilities are granted to Teachers so that they are able to borrow up to four 
books at one time. Over 44,000 people visited the various art ibitions 
held during the year, 
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RicumonD (Surrey) Public Library—45th Annual Report for the 
year ending March 3lst, 1926. Population, 35,639. Librarian, 
A. Cecil Piper, F.L.A. Income from 2.12d. Rate, £3,154. Stock : 
Lending, 24,524 ; Reference, 29,697. Additions, 2,217. Issues: 
Lending, 106,833; Reference, 23,002; Children’s Lending, 
23,594 ; Children’s Reference, 3,722. Borrowers, 5,953. 

The Report covers the first complete year’s work since the inauguration 
of “‘ open access,’’ and the full benefits of the change can now be appreciated. 
The issues in the Lending Department show an increase of nearly 56,000. 
The work in the Junior Section has exceeded all expectations, the issues here 
being nearly doubled. An outbreak of fire did considerable damage, com- 
pletely destroying a number of valuable local prints, maps, etc. 


PUBLICATIONS. 
CovENTRY Public Libraries.—Readers’ Bulletin. July-Aug., 1926. 

““Some recent books on Africa’’ is part two of a special bibliography. 
The programme of lectures arranged for next winter is published. A list of 
Periodicals currently displayed. Has a note on Mrs. Craik and a long list of 
additions. 

Croypon Public Libraries —Readers’ Index. July-Aug., 1926. 

** My Recollections of Croydon Sixty Years Since ’’ is continued by Mr. 
William Page. During the recent General Strike items of news received over 
the “‘ wireless ’’ were posted up outside the Libraries and were greatly appre- 
ciated. News sheets were also duplicated and found ready purchasers. 
FuLHam Public Libraries.—Readers’ Guide to Recent Additions. 

July-Sept. 

Beside the ‘‘Additions”’ the Guide contains some notes on the last twelve 
months’ work of the Libraries. 

IpswicH Library Journal. July, 1926. 

The illustrations in this Journal give an additional interest to an already 
delightfully interesting publication. Jeficry Farnol is dealt with in No. 1 
of “ Our Popular Novelists.” ‘‘ The Music Lovers’ Library ”’ gives notes on 
musical works and composers. A usual feature in Library magazines, “‘ Recent 
Additions,” is notably absent from this number. 

Norwicu Public Libraries.—The Readers’ Guide. July-Sept., 1926. 

A short article on Norwich in the sixteenth century is illustrated by the 
reproduction of an old print. In ‘‘ Writers of To-day ” the work of Mr. J. C. 


Squire is dealt with. 
GENERAL. 

Segal and Santalov.—Soviet Union YEAR Book, 1926. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 512. George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

The second annual issue of this useful reference book. Special stress is 
laid on economics and trade. We might suggest that a future issue might 
find room for particulars of Russian libraries and an extended account of the 
Universities and Scientific Societies, 

Young (Hayward) SHort Cuts To SKETCHING. Coloured illustra- 
tions, demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 102. The Religious Tract Society, 
1926. 10s. 6d. net. 

A book on sketching out of doors written in non-technical terms, showing 

le exactly ‘‘ how to start about it.” The reader is shown “ what to look 

or ’’ and how to reproduce what he sees. The author is an adept at this 
particular class of work. He loves Nature in every mood and can both draw 
and write brightly and attractively. The articles appeared serially in ‘“‘ The 

Girl’s Own Paper and Woman’s Magazine,” where they were much 

appreciated. 

Le Queux (William) THe Brack Owr. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. 
Ward Lock and Co., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

One of Le Queux’s famous mystery stories which begins at Monte Carlo 
and continues in England, where the Se oy of a charming young lady 
and a chauffeur takes place. ‘“‘ The Black Owl ”’ is a crook who reforms to the 
tune of a thousand pounds reward. 
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Hill (Grace Livingston) A New Name. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. 
Sigpineett Co., 1926. 7s. 6d. 

e story of a motor accident, after which the hero, one of the idle rich, 
thinks he may be accused of murder. He goes into the world under a new 
name, and regaining his self-respect learns to be a man. In time he finds 
the girl he loves, and never expected to see again, waiting for him after all. 
Nichols (Wallace) SecreT MarKET. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 

Ward Lock and Co., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

A curious story of a Soho restaurant and a girl who pretends loss of memory 
as a last expedient to stave off starvation and homelessness. The author, 
who is also a poet, has a sense of dramatic movement in his story-telling. 
Wells (Carolyn) THe Bronze Hanp: A FLEMING STONE StTorY. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. Lippincott Co., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

Fleming Stone is to-day one of the most popular hero-detectives, and this 
story will not disappoint any of Hissadmirers. The murder mystery takes 
place on board a ship, and is doubly difficult of solution. 

Pugh (Edwin) Empry Vessets. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 314. Ward 
Lock and Co., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

A picture of a lower middle-class family and a love affair between its 
Cinderella daughter and a successful novelist who comes between her and the 
man to whom she has plighted her troth. 

Macdonald (Zillah K.) CoBBLECcORNERS. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 246. 
Appleton and Co., 1926. 5s. net. 

A real live story for young people, telling of a good old-fashioned Christ- 
mas in Nova Scotia, with sleigh-bells, the crunch of snow and the swish of 
skates all complete. Hilaire MacAllister plans how to finance her brother's 
trip home to the quaint fishing village of Cobblecorners, and a good deal of 
excitement results. 

Simnett (W. E.) Books anp REapINnG. 8vo, cloth, pp. 222. George 
Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1926. 5s. net. 

There is, undoubtedly, a need for a guide to literature for the average 
reader. It is doubtful, however, whether Major Simnett’s book wholly supplies 
this need. The advice given is excellent as far as it goes, but the author seems 
to have little sympathy with modern writers. 

In Part I. methods of reading are discussed, and there is a chapter dealing 
with the public library and the facilities that it offers which will interest 
librarians. The reader is advised to form a private library of standard works, 
and a list of some five hundred titles for inclusion is given in an appendix. 

Part II. contains chapters on various branches of literature, and books 
are suggested in each chapter. One is agreeably surprised to find a really 
excellent section on juvenile literature with well-selected reading lists. It is 
in the chapter on poetry and drama and that on fiction that the absence of 
modern works is most noticeable. Modern poets and modern dramatists 
(with the exception of Shaw) are dismissed in about six lines. 

One cannot help feeling that in view of the vast numbers of books pub- 
lished to-day it is to modern works that a guide is needed. 

Since Lubbock published his ‘‘ Hundred Best Books,”’ there have been 
many guides to reading Some were quite passable, others were frankly of 
little use. “‘ Books and Reading ’’ stands apart from all these. It is, for the 
most part, a sound and reliable guide, and one which deserves the attention 
of both librarians and borrowers. 


PERIODICALS. 

SoctaL Forces. Scientific Medium of Social Study and Interpreta 
tion. Vol. IV., December, 1925. Number 2. Cr. 8vo, paper, 
pp. viii., 257-464. Bailliere Tindal and Cox, 1925. Annual 
subscription, 20s., post free. 

Contains an appreciation of Lester Frank Ward. 

AMERICAN SPEECH. Vol 1, No. 8. Demy 8vo, paper, pp. 408-462. 

Bailliere Tindall and Cox; May, 1926. Annual subscription, 20s., 


post free. 
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CoMMERCIAL ArT. Vol 1 (New Series), No. 1, July, 1926. Dem 
8vo, paper, pp. xvi., 48.  “ The Studio” Publications, 1926. 
Fully illustrated, with many coloured plates. 1s. net. 

Illustrates the artistic appeal necessary to bring goods prominently 
before the public. 

DRAWING AND Desicn. Vol I. (New Series), No. 1, July, 1926. 
Demy 8vo, paper, pp. 36. ‘‘ The Studio” Publications, 1926. 
Is. net. 

Deals with the methods and principles of art old and new in such a way 
as to establish a comparative standard of appreciation. 

LiBpRARY SCIENCE QUARTERLY. Vol 1, No. 1. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 
Library Association of China, 1926. 

_ Aims at the development of a Library Science adapted to the needs of 


CONFERENCE NOTES. 


Messrs. DEANE & Sons are the publishers of important educa- 
tional books, and at this moment every librarian will be especiall 
interested in the ““ Handbook and Directory of Adult Education,” 
compiled under the auspices of The British Institute of Adult 
Education. Other well-known year books which they publish are 
“ The Public Schools Year Book,” “‘ The Girls’ School Year Book,” 
and “ The Directory of Women Teachers.” 

Messrs. Geo. M. Hammer & Co., Ltd., supply fittings to 
Libraries, Church Schools, Laboratories and Hospitals. They also 
show a remarkably good list of recent library contracts. 

With reference to our note on Messrs. Mudies’ exhibition in 
our Aug.-Sept. number, we much regret that the names of Mr. 
Gascoyne, General Manager, and Mr. Cardall were unfortunately 
misprinted in the issue. 

With reference to our note on page 77 of our Aug.-Sept. number, 
Messrs. Shannon, Ltd., wish us to point out that they are not the 
agents for the Fore and Aft Book Support but that their Book 
Support is called The Two-Way as shown in their advertisement 


facing page 42. 


An Editorial Note in the Aug.-Sept. issue of 
Library World” reads :— 


** Messrs. W. & G. Foyle Ltd. claim to have over 1,250,000 volumes 
**in stock of various kinds graded as Second-hand, New, and As 
**New, which sounds remarkably like the manner in which Dan 
‘Leno used to grade fresh eggs. 20 Departmental Catalogues 
‘are issued, and the books that cannot be obtained from this 
‘enterprising firm must be difficult indeed to find.” 


Libraries Dept., 5 MANETTE STREET, Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.1 
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